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BASIC INFORMATION ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE GERMAN 


ARMED FORCES 


In 1933 the top position in the armed fortes under Hindenburg was 
held by von Blomberg, his title being Reich Defence Minister. He had 
under him as service chiefs von Fritsch with the title of Chief of Army 
Staff and Raeder with that of Chief of Naval Staff, The Air Force did 
not yet officially exist. 

In May 1935, with thc reestablishment of conscription, von Blomberg 
ras upgraded to Reich Minister for War and Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces, Von Fritsch and Raeder were also upgraded to Commanders 
in Chief of the Army and Navy. The Army oet and Navy Staff became 
"High Commands" (OKH and OKM), 

The Air Force, which came into the open about this time, was an 
independent institution under Goering personally. Goering was both Air 
Minister and Commander in Chief of the Air Force. 

In February 1938 there was a general reorganization.  Blombcrg was 
retired and his ministry was wound up. out of the interservice 
department of the old ministry, the so-called "Armed Forces Department", 
was formed a new overall interservice authority, the High Command of 
the Armed Forces, or OKW, It exercised authority over the Air Force to 
the same extent as over the Army and Navy. The OKW was in effect Hitler's 
personal staff for armed forces matters and it combined staff and 
ministcrial functions. Its head was Keitel, vith the titlc of Chief 
of the OR, and the head of its planning or operationsldepartment was 
Jodl, with the title of Chief of the Armed Forces Opcrations Department 
("Departmcnt" later changed to "Staff"),  Jodl's immediate subordinatc 
was Warlimont, with the title of Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces 
Operations Staff from 1911. 

Raeder survived the 1938 reshufflc but Fritsch was retircd as 
Commander in Chief of thc Army and replaced by von Brauchitsch. 

After 1938 there were therefore four departments, OKW, OKH, OKM and 
the Air Force (named OKL only in 19h44), and cach had its ovn General 


Staff. In each case this General Staff was the most important division 


ID 











IT 


of the department and its chief was, next to the Commander in Chief 
himself, the most important man in his arm of the services. It will be 
seen that in this war there was no single General Staff such as there 
was in World Var I. 

Later changes in the top commands: von Brauchitsch vas replaced as 
C-in-C of the Army by Hitler himself in December 1911. Raeder was 
replaced as C-in-C of the Navy by Doenitz in January 1913. For the last 
month of the war von Greim was C-in-C of the Air Force in the place of 
Goering. 

Under the Army High Command (OKH) were the army field formations. 
Usually the immediately subordinate formation was known as an "army group" 
which was a headquarters controlling two or more "armies", In some cases, 
e,g. in the campaigns in Norway and Greece where only one army was used, 
"armies" were directly subordinated to OKH, rather than to an "army group". 
Under the "armies" came the lower field formations, i.e, corps, divisions, 
regiments etc. 

Under OKL, the immediately subordinate air formation was known as 
an "Air Fleet" (Luftflottc); the lower units under the Air Fleet were 
called "corps" (Fliegerkorps or Jagdkorps) or "divisions" (Fliegerdivisionen 
or Jagddivisionen) etc. 

Under the OKií were the "naval group commands", which controlled all 
naval operations in a given sector, with the exception of the operations 
of the high seas fleet and the submarines, which by their nature were too 
mobile to be restricted to an area command. The commanders of the fleet 
and of the submarines , and certain other specialized units, were 


directly subordinsted to the German Admiralty. 
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The commoncst terms with their normal abbreviations and American 


or English equivalents are: 


Amt Department 

Armee Army ( in the sense of spccific 
armies in the ficld) 

Chef Chicf 

Führungstab (Füst) Operations Staff 

Gcneralstab (Genstab) Gencral Staff 

Heeresgruppe (H.Gr.) Army Group 

Hecresleitung Army Staff 

Luftflotte (Lf1) Air Flect 

Luftwaffe (Lw) Air Force 

Marinegruppenkommando (Mar.Gp.Kdo. ) Naval Group Command 

Marineleitung Naval Staff 

Marineoberkommando (MOK) Naval Chief Command 

MilitHMrbefchlshaber (Mil.Bef. ) Military Commander (commanding 


non-operational SE in occupicd tcrritories) 
Oberbefchlshaber (OB) ommander in Chief 


Oberkommando Righ Command 

Oberster Befehlshaber diprcme Commander 
Reichskriegsminister Reich War Minister 
Reichsminister der Luftfahrt (R d L) Air Minister 
Reichswehrmini ster Leich Defence Minister 
Seckricgslcitung (SKL) Naval War Staff 


Stellvertretender Chef (Stellv. Chef) Deputy Chief 


Wehrmacht Armed Forces 
Armcd Forces Commander 
Wehrmachtbefehlshaber (WB) (EITHER Supreme Commander for a 


whole theatre OR Commander respomsible for LL Armed Forces in an 
occupied zone) 


IA | Operations Officer or scction 
(G3) 

IB Supply Officer or section (Gl) 

IC Intelligence Officer or scetion 


(G2) 








German Army 
Generalfeldmarschall 
Generaloberst 
General (der Inf, etc.) 
Generalleutnant 


Generalmajor 


Oberst 
Oberstleutnant 
Majer 
Hauptmann 
Oberleutnant 


Leutnant 


German Navy 
Grossadmiral 
Generaladmiral 
Admiral 
Vizeadmiral 
Konteradmiral 
Kommodore 


Kapitän zur See 


Fregattenkapitän 


Korvettenkapitän 


Kapitänleutnant 


Oberleutnant zur See 


Leutnant 


COMPARATIVE TABLE OF RANKS 


US Army 
General of the Army 
General 
Lt. General 
Major General 


Brigädier General 


Colonel 

Lt. Colonel 
Major 
Captain 
Lieutenant 


2nd Lieutenant 


III 


SS 


Reichsführer 8S (RFSS) 


Oberstgruppenführer 

(Obstgruf) 
Obergruppenführer 

(Ogruf) 
Gruppenführer 

(Gruf) 
Brigadeführer 

(Brigf.) 
Oberführer 

(Oberí.) 
Standartenführer 

(Standf.) 
Obersturmbannführer 

(Ostubaf ) 
Sturmbannführer 

(Stubaf ) 
Hauptsturmführer 


Obersturmführer 


Unterführer 


British Navy 


Admiral of the Fleet 


Admiral 


Admiral 


Vice-Admiral 


Rear-Admi ral 


Commodore 


Captain 


Commander 


Lt. 


Commander 


Lieutenant 


Sub-Lieutenant 


Midshipman 
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(Document Book Dr. Otto Nelte) 
l. 
Fuehrer' order No, 1 


(Fuehrer-Befehl) 
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The national constitutional opinion which has bóen admitted as cdvidence 
"The Fuehrer State end tho Importence of tho Fuchrer Stete and tho Importence 
cf the Fuchrer!s Order" was to be presented y Prof. Dr, Jehrrois. 

The Tribunal hes now consontod, thet a speech may bo hold about legal 
questions, which concorn tho defenso of all defendants before the defense- 
spocches, 

The national constitutional nroblom of tho "Fuchror State" bolongs to those 
quostions in tho first linc. 

Since Prof. Ir, Jehrrcis is to dclivor tho gencral specch, ho has requested 
mc to rofrein from prosonting tho opinion especially for tho dofond-nt KEITEL 


becauss tho opinion for sall defondents will bo prosontod in ono spooch and 





boesuso ho will turn over tho ovelution tothe Tribunel in writing. 

I have complicd with tho roquost end replace my roquost for ovidoneo to Document 
> 

l with roforeneo to tho ovelution which is to bo prosontod by Prof. Dr. Jehrrois 


for ell defondents end which is to bo turnod over to tho Tribunal. 


Document K 1 
$ Fuchror Ordor No. 1 
The so-c+s.110d Fuchror ordor No. 1 stetod as follows: 


a) Nobody is to havc any knowlodgo of mattors which do not fall within 


his ficld of activity. 


b) Xotody is to obtain roro information then must bo obteinod for tho 


fulfillment of the tasks required of him. 


d) Nobody is to pass on more or sooner ordors which aro to be kept soerot to 
subordineto authoritios then is unavoidable for tho >chiovoment of tho 
purpose, " 

This toxt has boon reposted by gengen, It thoroforo may be that tho text diffors 


somo what in tho wording: tho contonts however, have boon roproducod oxectly. 


This "Fuchror Ordor" wes displeyod in ovory offico room. 


TT 
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(Document Book Dr. Otto Nelte) 
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bir ZA geseit 


of Fielämarshal von Blomberg (retired 








Questions to Fieldnarshal_ von BIOLEBERG - 


» 


Which high official posts and ministerial posts did you occupy 


A. G3 
in the time from 1919 to 1938? 
As From 1919 to 1921 case-reporter at the Ministry of Defense 1921 


to 1925 Chief of Staff of the Fifth Service Command Headcuarters 
at STUTTGART - 1925 to 1926 Chief of the Army training section 

at the Ministry of Defense /T.4/ - 1927 to 1928 Chief of the 
Personnel Department at the Ministry of Defense — 1929 to January 
1933 Commander of the First Service Command in East-Prussia; ^t 


the same time, from 1931 to Jen. 1933 leader of the military 





deleration at the GENEVA disarmament conference, - lünister for 
e A 





Defense fron 1933 to the end of January 1958 then Reich länister 


] 


AA rn 1 em m^ e bk d ve za e Al em S Im sat . lh i v^ , ~ 
of tar, at the same time Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. 


Hh 
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2. "e What attitude did the officers corps, and in particular the 
General Staff have during the years up to 1932 toveras the 
militery and territorial clauses of the Versailles Treaty? 


Wi 


Until 1933 the officers! corps, including tne General Staff, 


> 
EL 

r 

se 


8 looked upon the conditions imposed by the Versailles Tresty 
cs a threat to the Reich's existence and as a humili.ting 
violence against Germany's sovereinty. The neutralization of 
the Rhineland opened the road for ony invasion from the est, 
as has becn shown by tne occupation of the Ruhr territory. 

The Polish corridor was also an invasion road into unprotected 
Eastern-Germany. àt the same time the Polish corridor sepur:ted 
East Prussia from the Reich. Lithunsnia and Poland encircled 
we:k Bast-Prussis. The WEL robbery could at any time be 
repected on a larger sele agoinst East Prussia., The small 
remainder, left to Germany, the Upper Silesian industrial 

Pare 2 territory lay literally in the months of Polish guns. The 
Giscrmins of Germany h2s rendered the Reich defenseless. En- 
circled on ¿ll sides by hostile countrics, we soldiers reslized 
how seriously she was threatened, Politically it could now 


be an object only but no longser a subject. ith the exception 


of the U.S. «nd England, the enemy countries had not disarmed, 


! 
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as has been provided by the treaty for the period following 
the German disermenent. France, Czechoslovakiz, Poland ^ 
unitedly, nad strenghtened rather their arn2ents, which- could 
only be. directed against Germany. 

Has there been. anything undertaken during the period up to 1933, 
that one could term as rearmanent? 

Before- 1933 the Armed Forces conducted a school in Russia for 
flying, for tank warfare and for defense against cas, Besides, 

a small number of pert-tiie volunteers were aànitted during 
training hours to maneuvers and to the trainings grounds. 
Numerically thie smounted to next to nothing, but fron 

^4 psycholo:icel viewpoint to very much, 

Has tnere been any change in this respect since 1933, th^t is, 
since Hitler came to power: 

Yes, The schools in Russis were discontinued. The admittance 
of volunteers increased in numbers, until finally complete 
narmament was under way. 

How can the causes for rearma.sent be explaincd? 

The answer to 2/ already takes care of the answer to Je Germany 
considered the disarmed condition as an indireet türo^t «nd 

at the same tine as a national disgrace, Tho ermonent, as 

long as it was in my hands, wns to brini: about a state of 
defense potentiality for Geraany. Since wo were turentoned 
troi ell sides, the new Armed Forces had to reach z certzin 
strength, which in 1935 nas been set at 36 divisions. It 
never occured to the responsible Generals that the new Arned 
Forces could be used otherwise than in defensive warfare. 


mL. - "| 


Ine limited nuncrical strength before 1938 would have made 


Lin] T Im ^ e Lan ~ po "rs ms DE $ e ` * ^ art a » x e 1 c » | " 1 » ~, P 
any thought of an offensive wir seen absurd. y testinony 
.. e e ^| en ^ E. " e , "7C In, i ee .< ow el H 1 - - E L CH Se - 
extends only to'1938. The later years and their military 


developuents were not communicated to mo: 

Could one say, end eventually, from what timc on, that the ro- 
armanent took on en aggressive naturc? 

I don'r believe that one could state a tino-lisit from which on 


one could call the re-nrmament ageressive, If thoro W2s such a 
rene tt 














time, it must have been immediately before the Poland- 
Canprign, This phase of the re-armament, in my judgement, 
must be considered as an improvisation, throughout, with 211 


BESSER EEN 
its disafvant\gcs, 
Did you discuss tac cuestion of re- -2rnancnt with HITLER? 
in my capacity cs Reich Minister of Tar, I received from 
HITLaoH's orders for the cxecution of the rc-Ernmnuent, Cuite 
few conferences were held zbout this. In my tine HITLER 


cid not concern hinself with details of the ro-ornouont, 
On such occasions did HITLER Also sponk of any possible nerr 
or distant gonls which would have showed that ho intended to 
solvo the forcien-polítical problems that proscmtod th.nsclvos, 
by militzry misht and cvcntuslly be 2 wer of aggression? 

With the cxecption of one caso which sh:.11 be mentioned later 
on HITLER capressed himself as follows: ".c must count on 

the fact that Germany will once more have to fi; nt for the 
continusnce of her regained frecdom, It is xy task as a 
ststesman to postpone 2s for long as possible the tine for this 


es T" ell »] ^ 2 2 ~ d Bai L - ry H + e D - un A de 7 i . cn a 1] > a 
rnea, accision, into tho 40.S.. It is toc task of the soldiers 


to fortify and to nnintrin the Gormen fighting, strensth until 
d - = J - 


Fi 


that. timc." During such discussions the expression "wrr o 
agression" or a prreo phrase of this concept acs never been 
mentioned. 

Do you know whether . „ a snecirl conuittoc for the country's 
defense existcd before 1933 already? 

I do not know whcther a specinl comnitte for the country!s 
Cefense did exist before 1933. However, I definitcly do 
preswic the existence of such, because in no country could 

a Supreme military authority neglect its duty to provide for 
the country's defense. Anything contrary woulc novo been 


crime toward tne country. The special conmittco was to 


investis:te tho stete of the contis fi; htinz forccs in all 


ficlcs and was to prepare its deployment for the event of 2 wor, 


Do you know whether by a decision of the Cabinet a Reich Defense 


TA "II 
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WW 
Council wes to bo formed /1933/ of which you, cs Reich linistcr 


E 
"t i 
of op, would hivo been 2 um..r? Gg 


I esnnot give eny cx2ct infor. “tion on this. If in 1933 ^ 
Cabinet decision aid est biish a Reich eine, Council, so is, 
turn ct any rote, ry aenory unrelicolc oi this point, 
However uncer tne conditions aS cich iiinistir of “er I 
curtriuly o.iongcd to tao Committee. The purpos. of sch: 
Reich Defonse Council snd n uncuestionnble noud thorcof his 


- 


clroecy Den cstoblísa.d in answer 9. 


BUT 








(P.5 ll.Question: Is 1t known to you whether this Reich Defense Counsel 
of orig.) ^ 
ever met while you were in office? T 
Answer: A session took Dlace once in the Reich War Ministry which 
dealt with national defense. Several Reich Ministers and their depu- 
tios (Staatssckrotaero) were present. I am no longer able to enu- 
merate tho participants, but I suppose that they were the Foreign 
Minister, Minister of Tinance, Minister of Tconomy, - Railroads and 
Post. The only decision reached was that tasks falling duc should 
be handlei primerily by the devotio (Staatssckrotzere) under tho 
chairmanship of the Chief of Staff of tho OW (handwritten note: 
my chief of staff at that time.). 
a AS fer as I remember, this then haoponod a few times. 
(Hendwritten note in mergin:probebly et that timc v.REICESNAU (my 
predocessor)) 
12.Qucstion: Was it not rather tho case that tho former Committoc of 
Technical AdUisors IAS AE defense from 1933 ca1lcd 
itsclf Reich Defense Committee, which had the same assigmmonts as 
the former Committee of Technical Advisors? 


Answer; I believe must *, confirn this absölutely. The establish” 





E mont remained tho samc, only tho name changed. 


13.Question: Can ono say, judging objectively, that the ncich Yefonse 





Committee hed any tasks which can be considered as preparation for 

wer in the sense of a war of aggression? 

Answer: either the ioich Defense Committee nor any office of the 

Reich War Ministry or any another Ministry had to oorform tasks which 

wore @ preparation for war in tho sonPo of an aggréssive war. Every 

country in Europe prepared for tno possibility of a war and also hed 

to do so. Every country possessed zn organization, whetovor ine nam- 

of it might be, whose task it was to orooero tho defense of the coun " 
try for tho event of war with all possible means. Germany has done 
‚that and uniil 1938 only that. What happonod Later has escaped my 


knowledge. 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


Question: What offices did KEITZL hold up to 1938? /Q 

Had ho held a position until then with resvonsibility of his own? 

Answer: Until 1238 FFITSI wes Chiof of Staff of the OKW, c.g. he 

was director without rsmonsibility of tho work of tho Staff of the 
OKW, in accordence with diroctives from the Supreme Commander in Chief 
of the Armed Forces. KEITHL did not possess personal resvonsibility 
for the orders to be carried out, nor the right to givo ordors to tho 

Armed Forces of his own .volition. 

Question: what functions did he have, especially with regard to ro- 
armament and with regard to the Reich Defonsea Committoo? 

answers What hold truo for his regular range of dutios which has just 

been desctibed was also valid with regard to rearmament and with re- 
ard to the Hcich Defense Committee. KEITEL reccived his orders from 
the Commander in Chief of the armed Forces end had to execute them 

without being responsible for them, or to FEN their execution. 

Question; Heve you svoken with KBITUL about mettórs from which bo 

could have gathered how HITLER followod up on military plans of aggres- 
sion? The vrosecution has »resented a few documents, /C-194/ signed 

by tho defendent with "I.A." end addressed to the Commander in Chief 

of the Navy /6336/. The matter in question has boon tho occudation 

of the Fhinolend. I hand you a covy of this document and ask for 

your opinion as to whether it was an order for which tho defondant 

bore the responsibility? 

Answer: I have not discussed HITLER's military aggression nlans with 

KZITZL because such plans were not known to me either. The document of 

6 March 1936 in the question was not enclosed in the questionaire. I 


ask to have it suvvlementarily given to me. Generally soceking, the 





Signature "Ià." did not include responsibility but rether exclulod i. 
question: On 5 November 1937 a conference took puesco in the ioicn 
Chanccliory in which you, General v.PLITSOA. Aën zl RaABDER, Generel 


GOBRING and the foreign Minister v. NEURATH have variicipated la vais 
conference HITLER spoke about the possible future developments and 
tho imperative future developments of our foreign yoliticel situation. 


ve 
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(Pencillód) 
very intoro 
ting! that 


"o described his statements as his voliticel testament. HITLER then 
seid: " Tho solution of the German question can only be achieved by 
forco, and that cen never henpen without taking risks. If one would 
place tho decision for tho use of forco and risk at the top of tho 

list of means to be omoloyod, tho answering of tho questions whon end 
how still romains". HITLER then discussed three cases which showed that 
at that timo already he was Cotorminod - with reservations for tho exact 
timo — to make use of military ageression. In tho following, you end 
General v. FRITSCH pointed out that England and Franco should not be 
our onomios. Do you recall this conference? 

answers I recall the conference mentioned above. 

Here my memory fails me. By our objections concerning the hostile opooe- 
sition of England end Frenceg FRITSCH as woll as myself wanted to ox- 
press our doubts as to the feasibility of the EITLEKIAN planning. We 


wantod to pour wéter into his wine. I reeall that the verticivents in 
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this conference  egrood, after having Loft the room, tha 
s- 
ments were not to bo takon seriously. Fis powerful end long-ranged 


has hanvoral 


to us lator ime 


on,tool 


inative faculty had often mate us wonder - elthough until now 
d seh UI ben uUo us wonder 


o 
> 


it had not aimed et tho armed ezgrossion ho has just outlined to us. 


(Pencillod) We told ourselves: "Timo will tell." ("Kommt Zeit, kommt Rat"), 


correct! K. 


18. 


19. 


Ihe result ‘wae to prove thet we wero mistaken about the scrioushess 
of the HITLERIAN Flan, 

question: Have you ever spoken to KZITZL about this conference? 
Answor: It is to be assumed that I have commented to KZITZL about the 
conforence. That was the natural thing, since he as my chief had to 
know of my exporiencos and deliberations. However I cannot answer 
Question 18 definitely. 

question: How do you judge the opinion of the Gormen gonorals in regard 
to the National Socialist program and to HITLER himsdlf? 

answers Ono cannot look into the hearts of people. But I have not 
heard any action or any definite opinion taken by generals against 


HITLER and his National Socialist »rogrami. 
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Through rearmemont HITLER brought to tho srldiers tho fulfillmont cf 
ego — old wishes. HITLER else tried, during my ministerial carcor, 

to comply with the traditions of the soldiers, in 211 respects. If at 
this timo s^ mepy genersls deny the opinion they cnce held and insist 
that thoy hed been egsinst HITLER 211 along, thon apparently their me- 
mory is vlaying a trick on them, en occurrence which results.from the 
ettemt ocrheps even unconsciously - to be exonerated. 

20. Question: Do you know something about how the cpinion of the corps of 
General Officers hes doveloned since 19381 | = 
answor: I cannot make any statement concerning tho opinion of the corvos 
of Gen:ral officers efter 1938. I heard the runcr thet since the begin- 
ning of tho war a split and then an abyss has developed betwoen HITLER 
and tho older officers! coros. HEITLEK mistrusted the oclitiesl opinion 

(»encilled of the offieers end accused them of imerfections in the prosecution 
cL of tho war. The officers ecrns has lost - tc an increased extent - its 
(»enc. confidence in the Fuehrer es a statesman and military leader. But the 
ordei majority of the officers sew no orssibility for ch*nging this situation 


eftor 1941 
X. during a wer for life end dosth. 





e 21. Question: De you know anything es to whether immertant Generals have 





voiced concern about any ections taken since 19337 

ànswor: I cannot givo eny informetion about that. It had not happened 
until 1938. During tho war-yoars I lived in e completely isolated state. 
Whatever I heard later on, during imorisonment about such concerns 
having been voiced, may be correct cr not. I consider it probable that 
individual Generals have very clearly voiced their concern. The only 
certain thing is that they seldom er never successfully reached RITLER 
with them. 

22. Question: Bofcro your withdrew \ from office as Reich Minister of War 
and Commander in Chief of the armed “crces has bi?7L-k ever sekon to 
you about a possible successor? 
answer Yes. Upon HITLER's question I named GOERING as the next senior 
officor. Ho emphatically rejected his being apnointed as my successor. 


./. 
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K 

- 
question: How did the creation of tho now cffice "Suvrem: Commend of 


the Armed Forces" take vlacc? 


aAnswor: The OXW office has been created after my withdrawal. I cannot 
any 


u 


givo/infermation about it. 

Question: Hew did it happen that KEITEL was ennnintcd Chiof of tho 
OKW? 

answor: During our lest conference HITLER hinted that ho would prasun- 
ably nct fill my position again end these» he would become the actual 
Commander in Chief cf the German armed Ferees. He demanded a orcpcsel 
fr tho appointment (f a "Chef da Bureau", who wuld direct and wind up 
the accruing tasks under him and thus under HITLER! s responsibility. 

I named KEITEL tc him whe as my subcrdinate has carried out tho üutios 
of this cffice very well. 

question: What shculd this Chief cf OKW bo, acerrding tc your proposal 
end HITLER's wishes? 

answers The answer tc 24 includes the answer tr 25. 


Question: Did KEITEL have authority to issue rrdors? 
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Under my command KEITEL only had such authority within the Staff 


of the OKW as was necessary for the execution of the tasks entrusted 


to him. Accroding to the wording of the table of orgnization 


of the new office of the OKW K ITEL's authority must have been 


limited to the Staff of the OK" only. 


According to your opinion, what was KEITTL!s function? ‘as K ITEL 


supposed to be HITLER's military advisor? 


The establishment of KSITEL!s functions escapes my knowledees, 


because they were made after I had left, I have sug ested KUITEL 


as"Chef de Sureau"and believe that I have threby put him into 


the proper place. In such an official position he was nota mili- 


tary advisor of -ITL^R. If and to wh- t extent the latter has 


asked him for advice 1 do not know, In my opinion this would not 


have established any msponsibility on the part of KITEL, either, 


You have signed an affidavit, in which you state the following: 


"As I have been told, TITL has failed to offer any resistance 


aginst any measure of YVITLIR, “e became a willing tool of HITLER 


for al of his decisions. He got into a position which he was 


unable to master," Was KEITEL capable of the position, which you 


have described as "Chef do Bureau", and inaposition to success- 


fully resist HITLER? 


As"Ch-£ de Bureau" KEITEL was neither oblisted nor even entitled 


to resist EITLER!s decisions. However, tho opinion was prevalent 


in the armed forcos that KEITEL had grown beyond the position of a 


"Chef de Burcau" and that he would very well have been in a 


position to oppose EITL'R if the latter was to make false or 


damaging decisions, Whether this opinion was justified I do not 


know, In any case it was considered appropriate in the officer 


coms of the armed forces 


, and it was criticized. This general 


attitude has influenced my opinion, insofar unjustly, as I lacked 


any personal opinion. 


IT 
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Was it not rather the intention of HITLER to form an instrument 
in the person of KEITEL, whose organization abilities and whose 
working efficiency made him appear vahable as the executive for his 
decisions and orders? 
I expressedly answer this question in the affirmative, as HITLER 
on that farewell afternoon expressed his request in the form of 
a suggestion , and I replied. The original intention of HITLER at 
that time was to have at his disposal a reliable subject and in 
no way an advisor, possibly even equipped with responsibility, 
Did not HITLER realize that KEITEL was a man, on whose strict mili- 
tary obedience he could count and whose strict faithfulnoss he 
could rely upon? 
It has generally becn assumed, that HITLIR kept KEITEL at his side 
because ho was convinced of his unconditional military obedience 


and his unbounded faith. 


I certify under oath that the answers given above contan tho truth, 


26 Feoruary 1946 


s/ v. BLOMBERG 
s/ v. BLOMBERG 


Ihe witness signed thin in my presenc 


s/ Jack G, WHEELIS 
ond Lt, Inf, 
CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION Cor 
I. SGT, ERWIN STREISINGER, 40138067; hereby certify that I am 
thoroughly conversaht with the English add German languages; and 
that the above is a true md correct translation of the original 


document. 


SGT, ERWIN STREISINGER 


40138767 
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Order concerning Penal Law in tine 


of War and special emergency. 
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Copy. (Extract) 


fron Arny Reculations 
(Heeresäruckvorschrift) 3/13 


Order concerning the Special Penal Law in tine of 


war and special emergency (bei besonderen Binsatz), 


Reprint January 1940, 
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Guerilla arfare, 
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(1) Anyone who, without being recognisable as a member 
of the armed enemy forces by reason of outward insignia showing 
nim to be so as laid down by Intcrnational Law, carries arms 
* P other weapons or has same in his possession, with the 
thei to the disadvantage of the German or 


^ e 9 M TE c ^ - Led 3 DH y” da, e 1 -4 5 ay » f^ -i tapla aan a y. -l= 
Allied Forces or of killing one of their nenbers or who ecoriuits 


other actsAyhich, according to the customs of warfare, may 
only be undertaken by members of an amed force in unifom 

(p 7 e y” Val nr - sat > eh E TOA pn 3c ors ` 
Will be sentenced to death for guerilla warfare. Confiscation 


EH 


of property may also be recognised, 


(2) The following are not guerillss:- 
1). hembers of armed eneny forces in uniform, using 
only the usual camouflage 
2). ligubers of the ilitia and Volunteer Corps, if 
they fulfil the following conditions:- e 
a) If there is someone in Cozmand of them, who 


is responsible for his subordina ites, 
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b) if they wcar definite insignia which is 
recognisable frorn a distance, | a 
c) carry their weapons openly, and 
à) observo the laws and custons of warfare when 
carrying out their operations, 
3), the population of an unoccupied area, which as 
the eneny approaches takes up arms on their 


own iniative, to combat the approaching troops, 


t Kc 





without having had tine to band thenselves 





together as given in No,2a anc b, if they 


carry their weapons openly end observe the Jaws 


and customs of warfare, 


Article L, 


— ns ee 


E! Contraventions of the orders issucc by the C, in C. 


of the oecupicd foreign territory. 
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(1) Contraventions of the orders issuct by the Commanders 
of the occupied foreign territory, for the protection of 
the Armed Forces or furtherance of war aims, will be punished 
with penal sorvitude or imprisonrient up to 15 years, in So 
for as warning of other punishments is not given in these 


orüers, 


(2) In particularly slight cases imprisonnent up to 6 


weeks or a fine iS recognised, 
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science or charity, 
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BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS FAISONS, STIES AND 
FRANC TIREUNS, A A 


VER AS — WE gp ——— ` . AAA AA c gr -X . e » e a - pr um A rr Á [l -<m sa 


ve Enemy personnel who surrender a neither to 56 killed nor ill- 


1 


treated or insulted, They must be allowed to retain thcir personal 
property as well as their steci ne 


(except identity cards) rust be conidscated anc scat with the prisoners. 


The Red Cross is inviolab. ;, Wounded enony personnel are to be 
treated humancly, 

& Eneny nedical personnel] and priests og bc assigned to attend to 
Wounded Gcnemy mersonnel, 
3. A sp: is to bc captured and hanced over, even if he is caught rec- 
handed, ;ecapons may only be used ag. nst hin in sclf-ccfence or if hc 
attempts to escape, The same arplics to inhabitants in the onmurational 
area, who aru ciscovered comitting »unishable offences, 

le Even a france tireur ma 


7 not be  illed without further reference, 


unless he is killed during a milita: ^ operation. He is to be carturcd 


& and handed over, 


1 


Militis anc Volunteer Corps are to t: troated, not as franc tireurs, but 


n - 2 Y H r -— A e^ TS rat RT + E ot 45 4 to ei T ^" ^ 
as soldiers, provided they are wear: ng some Gulinitc Dacge, whicn can be 


} 1 


recognised at a d. stance, and operlr carry arms, proviced they observe 


! 


the laws and usages of war in their »perations and there is someone at 
D 1 e rim Á sa .. v^ c3 kh ^ Tarte, "A zm e 2 
their heac wno is responsible for r 3 subordinates, 


The population of an uneccupied arc , who take up amis on their om 


account to defend thoeiselves agains. the enexy, boforethcy had tine to 


organize theiselves, are considere is belligeurents if they openly carry 


1 1 1 


e, - ` " ~~ A Lll y "m ns” 
aras ana observe the laws and usages, 
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Office of U3 Chicf c? Counsel 
(French Stamp) 
International Tribunal 

for the Major War Criminals 
Prosecution 


LPO 403, US Army 
Operations Section 
Interrogation Division, 


French Delegation 


Nuernberg, Germany 


Zelt 15. 5th November, 19145. 
Brief of 
* ter ation of General ¿dolf «iSTHOFF, 
by 


Colonel Curtis Le Williams, IGD, 


On 2 November 1945. 


General ¿dolf \LSTHOFF, who is an infantry general officer and who had 
served in the German army on the Russian Front until February of 1943, when 
he was relieved of his duties as infantry officer and transferred to OK? as 

$ Inspector of KG, directly under Gri.ViNlTo, who was subordinate to REL.GCKE, 
who. in turn, vas subordinate to KiITEL. Field Marshal KEITEL, at the time 
uch THOFF joined the OK/, was responsible to HITLER for all prisoner of war 
camps, with the exception of the Luftwaffe camps and Navy Camps, and, in this 
connection, KSITEL was responsible under the then organisation of the KG. for 
the inspection of the Luftwaffe and Navy Camps. 

When General .¿:¿5THOFF joined the GEI and vas made inspector of KGW, subor- , 
dinate to GR.VENITZ, who was the „mtsgruppe Chef de KGW in OK, he and 
GRAVLNITZ were both of the opinion thai it was their duty as officers of the 
Wehrmacht to follow the rules laid down by the Geneva Convention. During the 
month of March 1944, 80 British flying officers escaped from the Stalag Luft 
III, Sagan, which camp was under the jurisdiction of GOERING, but also under 
the jurisdiction of KEITEL as chief of the Prisoner of War organisation in OK: p 
Jhen this incident occurred, it was so well known to Eitler, Himmler and | 
Goering that a special meeting was called in Berlin by Hitler and attended by 


the last named persons and Field Marshal Keitel was called to come before the 


de 








dur vi 


meeting and, while there, Goering accused Keitel of permitting through negli- 
gence these 80 British officers to escépe from a camp that was under the 
jurisdiction of Goering, but for vhich Keitel vas responsible as inspector, 
At this meeting, Goering, Himmler, Hitler, and Keitel decided that these 
officers should be shot upon their recapture, and Hitler directed that this 
order be carried out. Keitel, upon returning to his headquarters in OK, 
Summoned GR.VENITZ and WESTHOFF before him and issued to them the following 
order: "Gentlemen, this must stop. Ve cannot allow this to happen again. The 
officers who have escaped will be shot. I must inform you that most of them 
ES are already dead and you vill publish a notice in the prison camps where Pils 
are held telling all Pis what action has been taken in this case in order tha: 
it will be a deterrent to other escapes," General .ESTHOFF and General 
GR.VENITZ both objected, but were told by Keitel that that was his order and 
it would have to be carried out in the future. GR-VENITZ and .ESTHOFF returne 
to their headquarters perplexed and, after some thought concerning the order 
which they had received fron Keitel, decided that such an order contravening 
tho rulos of the Genevc Convention concerning prisoners of var must be placed 
in writing and would have to be signed by Keitel or some other higher officia. 


before GRVENITZ and JESTHOFF could consider it in future action. .ESTHOIT, 





therefore, drew up an order in accordance with the conversation which he and 
GR.VENITZ had recently had with Fielä Marshal Keitel, and submitted the order 
through REINECKE to KEITEL for his signature. KEITEL initialled the order in 
the upper right hand corner and made a marginal note as follows: "Concerning 
the word "shot", I did not say they would be shot, I said they would be turne 
over to the SD when recaptured by the Wehrmacht", wiiTHOFF then deemed it 
necessary that he make a complete investigation concerning this case in order 
that he would know what actually happened to the fifty British flyers of tho 
eighty who had escaped. He, in retum, got a report from Camp Command er Gorl: 
stating that the fifty had been shot but not by the Camp Commander but had 
been taken from the camp and that tho bodies of the fifty had been cremated 
ard the ashes placed in urns and were awaiting disposition. .WESTHOFF testific 


that he was astounded, not so much at the killing of these fifty because he | 


Mn 
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previously been told by Keitel that they had already been killed when he had 
received the initial order from Keitel, but that he wes astounded that the 
bodies had been cremated which he tron knew was another violation of the Geneve 
Convention regarding the dispositic of prisoners of war who had died. He y 
nevertheless, was not satisfied wit the report that he had received from the 
Camp Commander but went to the Gestapo and attempted to get the Gestapo to 
explain to him in an official report as to what hed actuzlly happened to these 
fifty British flying officers who h.. been killed. His efforts vere unrewarded, 
the Gestapo refused to talk even to the inspector pf KGW., Other attempts were 
later made with the same results. | 

STHOFF, in compliance with a m vious order which he hed received from 
the Reich Chancellery, that all matters concerning viol&tions 9f the Geneva 
Convention would have to be reporte to the Reich Chancellery, did report 
this incident to the liaison office of the Reich fhantellcry in Jia. Only a 
few days later, «ESTHOFF vas called oy sdmiral Brusckner, who was liaison 
officer for the Forcign Office, who told JZ3THOFF thet the House of Cormons 
of England had demanded an explanation of this incijent and that he, Brucckner, 
must secure information from JE upon which he, Brueckner, could base a 
reply. 4EJSILOFF could report no mors than what he knew, Nevertheless, a reply 
te the House of Cemmons! inquiry wa. drawn up at Berchtesgaden by the Foreign 
Office, Hitler, and a Oberstleutnant Kraft, a representative from Jesthoff's 
office, and “ESTHOFF testified that hen he subsequently read the reply in 
the newspapers of Germany, he held his head because he knew the reply vas not 
true, | 

In regard to the shackling of off cer Pils, General "ESTHOFF testified that 
Marshal Keitel, after the escape of' 103 Dutch officers, issued an order that 
all officer Pis, with the exceptior `f British and ¿merican, when being moved 
from one camp to another, yould be © &ckled and that all movements of officer 
Pils from one camp to another would ! reported in PA to Keitel previous 


to their movement, and, in regard to British and ¿mi risvan Pis, Keitel himself 


would make the decision whether such officers should Or should not be shackled, 
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d 
General wESTHOFT further testified that, as far as his knoxledge,he 

never turned over to the Gestapo recaptured Pis when such Pis were retaken 

by the Jehrmächt but that in most cases, efter March 1943, escaped Pils were 

usually captured by the Gestapo for the troops in use for hunting esceped 

persons were under the direct comand of Himmler as Commander of the Reserve 

Army and he was surprised to learn that 600 American prisoners were recover. 

ed by the American forces in € Gestapo Concentration Camp. In October 1944, 

Himmler succeeded in gaining control of the Pil camps, with the exception 

of the ¿llgcmeine \Jehrmachtsamt, “hich still remained under Keitel, Concern- 

ing the section of the PW organisation that was directly under Himmler and ? 

his Chief of KGW, Obergruppenfuehrer Berger, /HSTHOFF would not testify 

as to whet was done in thet section, but did testify that the section of 

the A, under Genere] REINECKE, of which he himself was inspector of KG, 

attempted even after October 19ll to follow es closely as possible and did 

follow, with the exception of those cases where he was subsequently directed 


to do otherwise, the rules of the Geneva Convention in regard to the treate 


ment of prisoners of war in the hands of the J/ehrmecht. 
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a defenceless enemy is still an enemy. In order to emphesize this 
fact especially and to be able to hold persons responsible if such 
regulation are violated, a decre? for supplementation of penalty ree 


^ 
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sulations far. the protection of the defense power of the German nation 
has been fixed in paragraph 4 (supplement 2) dated Nov. 25, 1939. 


(Reichszesctzblatt I p. 2319). 


"iho purposely violates a published regulation which concerns 
relations to prisoners of war, or who keeps up relations with a pri- 
sonor of war in a manner, which rudely injures the sound sentiment of 


the people, is liable to imrisonment, in scrious cases penal servitu- 


In cases of a violation by neglect, of the anounced decrees for regu 
lation of relations with prisoners of war, the penalty is unprisonment 
or a fine up to 150 Reichsmark." 

On the basis of this decrec, the Reichwinister of the Interior has 
published a decree concerninz the relations with prisoners of war, on 
May ll, 1940 (Reichszesetzblatt I, p. 769,) which went into effect 

on May 20, 1940. (Supplement 3,) 

he Faragraph 1 of this decree rules as follows: 
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solar as relations with prisoners of war are not made necessary 
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oy the exercise of a duty of se 


ty of profession or by the labor 
relation of tho prisoner of war, everybody is forbidden to have any 
rolations or mectinzs with prisoners of war. 

ce Insofar as relations with prisoners of war are permissible for such 
purposes, they must be limited to the smallest possible extent." 

These regulations show clearly, in which manner the Gèrman subjegt, 5 
of the Reich has to approach the prisoner of war. The prisoncr of war 
doss not belonz to the house and farm community, nor to celebrations 
and fostivitiose, Nobody shall forget that the now humble and restrai- 


ned prissner of war once had faced German soldiers with weanons in his 


hand. The authoritiss charged with the carrying out of prisoner of wa 
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matters will see to it.that thc prisoner of war is treated justly. 


A memorandum worked out cooperatively by the High Command of the Armad 
Forces and the Reichsminister for Public Enlightenment and Provagsnda 
has been issued concerninz behaviour towards prisoner of war which has 
been published and made known by the Plenipotentary General for mobi- 
lisation of labor by decrees of Ausust 26, 1942 (Supplement lh). In this 
memorandum details are clearly “pleined, as to the manner in which 
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ha M 13 «£4 3 e. P p 1 1 i : a 
no individual has to behave towards the prisoner of ware 


red on the basis of a Scrvice-contricty, but on account of the execu- 
tion of a military order, which can be enforced with military discipli- 
ne (compare pennal-cods in re military non-obedience, paragraph 92 
military penalecode). as 2 consequences of this mobilisation of war pri- 
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r oi the prisoner of war, a special public lezal relation 
exists resulting from the ompleymont of the prison r of war, Since the 
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such a public legal relati n, the OKT ha 
reference to this legal situation that it is not any lonzer necessary, 
> geb de rb? 
to make any contracts between the Stalag and the contractors. This now 
regulation, which his been anr unced by the Reichsminister for Labor 
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sse are published the Reichsarbeitsblatt 1940, page I, 384 (decree 
of July 10 1940) Surplement 6 = and 1941 page I, 3 (dec of December 
Ef 1 ) - Supplement 7. To the extent that the regulaticns eontained 
in tho res of December 17 1940 cr the memoranc of Avril. 7 1942, 
changed the decree of July 10 1940, or the one of December 17 19h0, these 
regulations are enfore according to the principle that the new re zeg 
lations take precedenc ver the old ones, 
The carrying out of labor msbilisstion of prisoners of war takes place 
by cowoperati n of the military- and State ol.vment-bureaus, Sincc 
the working capacity of the prisoners of war must be used in accordance 
"ith the requirements of the neral labor situation, the high command 
of the armed Forces has provided also, that besides consulting with the 
labore and Stzte-labor offices in deciding ronrlations and requests 
for prisoners cf war, that members of the labor emmloyment administration 
stay in the Stalags to carry out the necessary measures concerning the 
ippropriation of working=nlaces and enterprises, and the work c nnocted 
therewith. For this resson, special authoris labor office has been 
estiblished for exch carn, which maintains an sency in each cam, 
i cecree of the hirh co f the arme l-Forcess has been issued in 
accordance with the Pleninntentary General Labor Mobilisation on 
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Gissolution of labor relations, labor conditions as well as the duties 
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Manecowere This decree served the Purpose of przvontin; service bureaus 
of the Armed Forces and Civilians in need of laborers from applying for 
prisoner of war man-power at the same time, very often at different 

bureaus. It is cloar that such 3 request at several bureaus hammers the 
uniform control of menesower employmente This decree therefore determi- 
nos that civilians in need of laborers “irect their requests sxclusive- 


y thrcush channels of tho authorities for lebor mobilisition to thc Plo- 
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production, on the same 


t would be inappropriate 


skills in work projects in 


employed effectively, care has 


re established during the re- 


to their corresponding profes», 


for the Mobilisation »f Labor 
1942 that PY labor shaul} not 


incapable of working by 
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ken into consideration at 


with resard to the pres 


With @ecunations. Of cour- 


y ac If 
Se, this can bo considera) niy in as far as tho individual eas can be 
vindicated to the c mparable German workers, The Plenipotentiary for 

the Mobilisati:n of Labor has issued 2 ccress of 5 October 1912 and 
November 1942 concern the redeployment and the withdrawal f Pils 

from agriculture a iniustrye (enclosures 10 and 11). According to them 
redenloynent of S is to b racred or carried out only in closest 
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The concept "elosed colu rx" has been explained as f-llowss "Colum 

work" at the enploynont «f Soviet Pis is th concentration of a larger 

number of PW (at least 20) in the smallest possible space which per- 
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Im 


ee of the High Command cf the Arme? Forces of 9 April 1942 made public 
by the Reich Labor Minister by decree of 17 April 1942 - Va 5135/816 - 
(surplement 12), it is stipulated that Soviet PWs may be employed in co- 
lums cf at least 5 mon under the supsrvision of a German forest worker 
at the thinning out of such forest strips which afford a good view i.e, 
where there is no underbrush and where the amount of trees warrants the 
emrloyment of 5 men at the felling handlinz of the individual tree. This 
regulation represents an exception from the general directive concerning 
the employment of Soviet Pis in cl sod column work. At the samo time 

a corresponiing regulation for asrucultural work has been issued by the 


High Command of the Armed Forces, dated 1 April 1912 (supplement 13). 


According to this decree Soviet PWs nay be omployed for framework in 
; t 
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smaller grouns and if necessary individually, too, from joint lodgings 


(at least 20 mon in a lodging)e On farms, however, Soviet PWs may be em- 





ployed only if there is a German man among theme The fundamental fact must 


be arlhered_to also that n^ free amd captured Sovist Russians may not be 


empl-yed in the same villazce The ecree cf tho OKW of 19 May 1942 (supple- 
nent 14) announced bv tho Plenipotentiary for the Wobilisation of Labor 


Contains a re.ulatisn necessitated) by the spring cultivation of the fiel 


Soviet Pis muy be employed also to build un the transportation facilities 


In this rezar” the OK hzs sticulate? c nditions by “ecros of 19 August 
1942 which the Plenino ntiery for the Mobilisation ^f Labor has anncun- 
coi in his ccerse cf 2 September 19l2, According to same, Soviet may be 


employs? in freight yaris within tho inner municipal areas of the cities 
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1f the necessary security forces are available on the RE freight yards or 


ted to accompany the reloaded goods thr uzh the city area and to load 


shinping centers thensélves or in their immediate vicinity. It is permit- 


an? reload outside of the stations an? main shipping centers only if other 


labor is unavailables at the same time full guard must be provided during 


the escorting and further uul acing and reloading and a sharp separation 


irom the German population, foreign civilian workers, Dis of other natio- 


nalities must be guaranteed. Under no circumstances is it permitted to 


ccupy Soviet Pis with the transport of goods irectly to the consumer, 
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Soviet PWs, too, are to b: employe? in their line of work if security per- 
mits ib, especially in case of skilled personnel. Por this reason the dec- 
ree put into circul:ti:;n by the Reich Labor Minister of 15 November 1911 
(suspl:ment 15) alres `y stipulated, that skilled Soviet PW workers origi- 


nally emplcyed as assistant workers should be reemploye: in a job corres- 


oning to their vocational experiencce In a decree of 28 October 1910 





(su plement 16) it was pointed out that in tho area of tne employment offi- 
co Nous. chsen skilled metal w rkors amonz the Soviet PWs were sorted out 
successfully in tho PY camps in spite of lignuistic difficulties and the 


E lack of porticulars c neerning vocational canacity and previous experien- 


For this purpose lathes an? cthor movable eauinment were tompora- 
rily set un in a campe Thus by means of work tests vocational ability and 
experience could be established with corta ntye In this Cecrce the Reich 
Labor Minister has cal) attention to the fact that this procedure may 
be applied alsc to other vocational grouns lacking manpowere In case of 
c nstruction workers and artisans, for instance, the work tests can be 
adreacy carrici out with the means available in the cam» itself. 
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AL the employment of Pis the employer has to comply with the issued 
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2yees are not authorized to 
take punitive measures nrainst the Pis. Also in captivity the PW remains 

a soliier of a foroijn army and is subject to military law exclusively. 

If a prisoner of wor has committed a niscemeanor, the punishment therefor 
is to be pronounce’ by the camo commendant or the “¡ilitery court (see also 
memorandum cf 26 Kuss 1942). Special attention is calles to the decree 

by the OKW of 11 Auge 1942 which the Plenin tentiary General for the Ar- 
beitseinsatz (employment an? use of labor) announce? cn 11 Aus. 1942. 
According to this decrce the Soviet prisoners of war of Ukrainian nationa- 
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cc^urc announced by decree of 28 May 1941, is applied only in those 
cases in which a larger group of prisoners of wer are in question. In 
cases of requisitions ^f sinzle vwersons or groups un to 25 nriscners 
Mf war, the participating Landesarbeitsamts (rezional labor offices) 
immediately are to consult with each other on the matter of release and 
ransfer of prisoners of war requested by name, If the Ab.abe-Landles- 
amt (labor office makinz the release) azrees with the release, it has 
to make the request for transfer to the proper office of the Wchrkreis 
(army service cormand), the Aufnahme-Linlesarbeitsant (receiving labor 
fíico) in its pirt has to inform the receiving Wehrkreis. Thus, 
the transfer to a Stala: (priseners of war com») of the receiving Tiehr- 
kreis which hal to be requeste?! from the OKT Department for Prisoners 
f Var up te now. The army service commands (ehrkreis) will be autho- 
rized by the OKT to carry out such requests of the re vional labor offi- 
ces unicr their own jurisdiction, In the case cf transfers cf larger 
rouns as well as in those cases in which an avzreement cannot be rea- 


ched between the participating regional labor offices, a decision by 


the Plenipotentiary General for Arbeitseinsatz is to be requested. 


5) Surveillance of Prisoners of Ware 





re 
LO 


The surveillance of the priscners cf war as a matter of nrineinle 


Ul 


the cuty of the Wehrmacht ini police. However, since the zuari trc 
assigned by the Wehrmacht for the surveillance of the prisoners of war 
are not sufficient, auxiliary guard troons may be called ine In this 
mutter a cotailedl or^or has been issued by the OK" on 27 November 190 
which was announced by the Reich Minister of Labor throuvh his decree 
f 4 September 1941. according to this directive if the use of auxi- 
liary troops is necessary the Stammlazer (prisoner of war camp) must 

ply to the police authorities having juris‘iction over the place 

f employment with the request that suitable zuara personnel be named, 


After this has been Anne, the Stammla:er must entrust the cfficial with 
3, 


had 
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by the Wehrmacht. In his “ecree of ^ October 1942 the Reich Minister 

M "ood and Acriculturo anncunce3 th food ration quantities currontly 
valia for Soviet nrisoners of ware This decres attached as Enclosure 9 
to the Regulation for the Ostarbciter (Eastern workers) (see Pare 98) 
contains "ba food list for the Soviet prisoners »f war which is divided 
on the basis of whether they are quartered in camps or emmloye in ivi- 
mu211ly (*inzel-insatz), -S well as the ration quantities for non-Soviet 
prisoners of war, Furthermore, this decree contains the food ration 
qQuantitizs for the Eastern workers employed in industry and ariculture, 
The food retion quantitics applicable for these workers became effective 


as o. 19 Oct ber 19h”, 


i ' : ¢ ne TO en en pe $ ur, or ak a) en e 
7) Supply of Prisoners of War with Textile Good 


- mmm Se mmer, ` — ` e 








The sunply of wrisoners of war With textile ds was regulated by 
circular ?ecroe of the Neich "inister of Econcmy dated 16 v bruary 1912 
(incl sure 21). 

Accor^ ing to this rrisoners of war who were in a prisoner of war camp 
were fully supplied by the Wehrascht vith rati ued textiles. Ration 
curds may be issu.? by the eecn mie offices to prisoners »f war who are 
not placed in risoner of war camps only for civilian clothinz absolu- 
tely essensial for work, the lack of which would rrevent the uso 
the prisoner of wor for werke 

Datailed regulations are viven in the CeCreee 

Furthermore, in his Cecreo of 25 February 1942 (apponcix 22) surole- 


ent ng his first decrece cf 16 Ausust 19h0 (appendix 23) Reich Minister 
of Economies announce that ration carcs for shoes may be issued t: 
prisor:re of war only if this is absolutely essential for the use of 
the prisoners of war for works These shoe ration cards for nrisoncrs 

f war are to be issued nly if the prisoner ^f war is not in th. 


possession `f sh os which can bo used or can be ronalred for use in 


tho wor" the prisoner of wor is Supposed to do and if he is unable tc 
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fork for lack cf shoes, 

Anplisation fcr ration cords must be made by contractor emrloyin? the „ri- 

Soners of war in questions 

Goncerning th. su: Juin: with soap of Soviet prisoners of war who are not 

in cams, the toich Co wissioner for industrin1 fat suply has decreed 

that the ful’. basic amount, an! if necessary additional qusntity for men 
ing particularly dirty work, be sunplicde The contractor has to apply 


for these rations to the or;per economie office, 


Ue) working hours cf the prisoners of wir, 


me 


The High Command of the \rmed Forces his issued a “ecree on 13 June Lol 
concerning the workin, hours cf the risoners -f ware This “ecree wes 
announced by the Reich Ministor of Labor in the rdinsnce of 31 July 1941 
(appendix 24)« Turthormore the nemoran?^um ^f 7 April 1912 enverine g nee 
I:l conditions for ^h employment of prisoners of war (appendix 5) con 
tains re ulati ns enc rning the workin: hours. 
The prisoner of war wh. is ^n enlisted non must + 

1) do all jobs which ors also one by a Gorman worker insofar as 

he is ^ysjic lly capable of doin” it; excluded are Only the jobs 

bite! by the Genova arreement of 1729, as for instance pro- 
Auction an! transoortation of ammunition (the exemmticn is 


vali. only ior member of nations who participated on this agree 


b) to submit hins: lf to all w rkin: conditions to which the German 
worker is boinc submitted. 
It results therefr =n that thc oris-ner of war has to work at least the sa- 
me amount of Siro as the German worker at tho same working place. Any 
amount cf wor: beyond the normal inily working hours, which is done br 


Gormon workers is also to be requeste” from the nrisoner P war, for instan- 


ce curing spring caltivetion an^ harveste Sunlay work is to be demanded of 


Hj 
ee 
UN 
= 
6 
rt 
3 
ry 
rp. 


n cases where it is also demande: (f German workers, 
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Generally nizhtwork i^ to be avoided. However, if German workers havo 

to do night work, the prisoners of war have to do it too, whereby 

the pris». ers of war have to be watched attentively. A sufficient rest 
perici after night work is to be granted the prisoner of war, just as 

it is granted the German workere The claim of the prisoner of war for 

à weckly rest period cf 24 continuous hours is so to be understood’ that 
in principal only the sane continuous rest period has to be ¿rante? 

the prisoner of war as is granted to the German worker at the same place 
of work. Details are to be viven in the “ecrege Concerning the Soviet 
prisoners of wer a special decree indicates that they, if the »ceasion 


arises, may be used for night work, vrovided they can be watched as 


Rs 


carefully as in the daytime, 


9.) Pay for Work. 
An important question f.r tho employer is how much he has to pay to 
the camp for th cession uf »risoners of war as workerse Directions ha= 
ve been issuec in this matter by the High Corman of the Armed Forces 
ani the Reich Minister cf Labor. These directions also incicate the com- 
pensation to be puid to the prisoner of ware This compensation is not 
te be paid to the -risoner of war as there is no legal employment rela- 
tion between the prisoner of war and tha c ntractore The settlement is, 
therefore, not made with tho prisoner ^f war but with the peymaster!s 


office of the Stalage All details ^f the settlement have to be arranged 


with this office also, 


Ca 


nsequently only after the am unt for iodzing, 
maintenance of the camp, food and clothes has been deducted can, under 
certain conditions the p:yment «f the balance to the prisoner of war be 
settlec,. There are various re ulstions as to the amount of the com- 
pensation aecoriin:; to the branches of industry in which the prisoner of 
war are employede Generally the payrete of similar German workers at 

the same working place shoul’ bo taken as basis. However, since the pri- 
soner -f wa», who is not familiar with Germen w rking methods and con- 


citions ar? who to an extent is Going a job new to him cannot produce 
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the same amount of work as the German workers and since deductions for 
taxes and social deductions are not vréviced ior, a payment based unon 
the ;encral or usaal local rates is provided, with a deduction of LO Z 
of the sa! ry. Basically, therefore, the ecommensation for the ~riscner 
of war is GQ % of the salary rate of similar German workers, whereby, 
however, no allowance is mide fir family statum if such is provided for 
in the branch ¿f£ industry in which the prisoner of wor is employes If 
piece work is Jone or suxplementary payment for particularly zood work 
is added, the total comonsition may come un to 80 € of the general or 
loca. ly cust mary gross salary of an equivalent German workere In case 
there should be ^oubts zs to the proper commensation for the work, the 
roper Reich Trustes for Labor decides upon the rate to be appliedė 
Furtherrore, to pay the taxes iue from this compensation to the Reich 
a flat rate of 10 % of tho fin-«l amount has to be palc, with the excep- 
tion of prisones of war em loye in a riculture or forestrye This zeneral 
re zulation is vali’ everywhere unless srecial regulations are in force» 
Such are in ‘ores in a riculture, forestry, constructi n industry, ^melio- 
ration work, and at inacustrye These zeneral regulations are also valid 
for Soviet ~risoners of wor, 
However, this compensation is not paid to the vris^nors P war, as the 
expenses for tho cam etc, have to be deducted first, The balance is 
either accredited to the -risoner Sf war or it is paid to him in cam 
moneys Up to now thore was a difforenco bitween prisoners of war from 
vhe “astern territories anc the Western territories, ^s the »risoners of 
war from the Western t.rr'tories had livinz eon?itions different from 
the prisoners of war from the Eastern territories, the comoonsations 
to be paid varied for these srouvse Thus the Polish prisoners cf war re- 
Give: lower compensation that the French, Belgian or British prisoners 
f wur. Also tho Serbien prisoners of war were treated like tho Polish 
prisoners of war as far as payment was concerne, How ver, by a decree 
of the High Command of the Armed Forces P 23 Se tember 1911 (^»prondix 


25) tho Serbian  risoners cf war were put on the same level as the wor- 


wth 











kers coming from the ‘Jestern territories. Finally special re ulations 
existing in agriculture and forestry ctc. for Polish -riscners ^f war were 
changed by ü:eree of thc Hizh Command of the Arme? Forces sf 13 July 1912, 
an! therswith the Polish prisoners of war were mut on the same level with 
the other prisoners of war, except the Soviet prisoners of ware However, 
th re still exists a lifforence in aye While the rest of the »risoners 

of war, if they are not doinz piece work, receive 70 R»fz, in cash per. 
working (sy, the Polish pris.ners of war receive 50 R-fze The Cifference 
goes to the Reich as revonue, 

For Soviet prisoners of war the paymont of a certain salary rate was not 
»rovided at the boginning (decree of Reich Minister of Labor 30 October 
1941 - Appendix 25). But finally it was orfered that the Soviet prisoner 
LI war may receive: cO Rofze net per work ng. day (Decree of the High 
vomnand of the Armed P rees 14 November 1941). However, this rezulaticn is 
not valid for the Soviet prisoners of war employed in the occupied Eastern 
territoriese Payment is not ‘iven there, but only free lod:ing and food 

is to be given (Decree f the Hizh Corman? of the irmen Forces 29 January 
1942), Overtime or since work is not to be vai? extras Also "Additional 
 ayment for good performaces were not to be sranted for the time being. 
By a newer dceree of tho High Command of the Armed Forces cf 12 September 
1942, which was announced by the Plenipotentiary for Manp: wer in the decree 
of 30 September 1942 to eniix 26) voluntary supplementary payments un 

to 20 Rpfge por working “ey may now be granted to diligent and relirble 
Soviet prisoners -f wire. As further supplomentary payment for good per- 
formanee of especially industrious Soviet ;risoncrs cf war the additional 
handing out of up to LO pieces of Machorka cizarettes vcr man ani month 
is permitted (decres of the High Command of the Armed Forces 1l Septem- 
bor 19h2), anmuiced by decree of the Pleninotentiary for Manoower of 

24 September 1942). The handin: out of civarettes for rood nerformances 
should be granted accordins to the following directions; 


Especially in ustrious and har’ working rrisoners of war who are to be 


reco nized individuslldy, shall be rew2r?ed herewithe The ai!iti-nal Gil äs 
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retts are to bo dependant on the day: the quantity of 2 pieces “er day. 























ra LO pieces per month may not be exceeded, The adcitional tobacco is 
to be withheld immediately if the proluetion of a rewarle:l prisoner of 
war decreafese An additional supply for all Soviet »risoners of war ree 
garcless of their individual production - which is especially pointed 
out in the decree - is not permissible. Tor the commitment to labor of 
Soviet prisoners of war, the manufacturer assumes the same responsibili- 
ties of compensation as in the case of Polish prisoners of war, (Decree 
of the Reich Minist r for Le‘ or of 30 October 1941 (surplement 25), 
No changes occur due to the recent decree of OKW of 13 July 1942 in 
accordance Wth the Generol Plenipotentiary for Labor Commitments accor- 
ding to which the r:tc( wore changed for polish prisoners of war em- 
ployed in a;riculture, forestry an! improvement or;jects. The rates for- 
merly establis'G3 for Polish PW anrly to Soviet Pe Therefore the con- 
tractor must pay the following ratos to the camp: For work at hourly 
rates: 
For agriculture, forestry an? improvement work SL Rofe ner work=cday or 
13,50 RM rer month lus maintenance, the »eat-industry, without main- 
tenance, 27 Rof per hour, for craftsmen 60 bercent of thc comparable 
vermin scale or loe^lly established wages. 
4 uniform hourly rate of 33 pfe has been established for helpers in 
tne building traidos If the contractor does net provide maintenance 
the follovin; rates of compens:tion customary with the irme Forces are 
to be paid by the employer te the camp? 
0,00 RM 2aily for food 


Q,20 RM caily for lodging 

(Deere: of the Frich Minister of Labor ^f 30 September 1939 an? amendment 
f 17 July 1940 - encl sure 27-), 

The OKW had, at first, pernitte? a temporary reduction of the rates of 
compensation for soviet orisonors Pop because of inferior production 


at prisoners :f war at the beginnings (Decree P OKW of 22 December 1941 - 


annex 28-), 
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It was established by this lecres that for the perica of 1 January 1942 
to 28 February 1°42 merely an amount ^f 30 Ruf. was to be raid for the 
transfer of Soviet inanpower. 
Of this amount --------.-20 Rof were tc be paid to the indivitual priso- 
nep oi war for each day of labor, 
to the camp for su plies -------—- 10 Ref for each day of labor, 
In aidivion the employer hal to furnish shelter sn? maintenance for 
the Soviet prisoners of war nt his cwn expenses The employer ha? to nay 
tc the cam the proporly established rates of com ensction if thc Soviet 
priscners cf war emrloyed by him were receiving shelter and maintenance 
in the camne By virtue of a “ecree of Dm of 18 February 1942, which 
the Reich FMirister for Labor announee? on 20 Mareh 1942 (Amendment 29) 
it was provided thet tho lewere? rates cf compensation be continue? beyond 
28 February 19h2 - but for a maximum ^f 2 month nly - if Soviet nrisoners 
of war could nct be employed for the period ^f 1 January to 28 February 
1912 due to quarentine of the cum or labor Gotachnent because of danger 


of epicemics. This cecree further establishe” the following; It the Soviet 


) 


lebrr detachments were clreacy dissolved or l Janusry 192 and if the em- 


Al 


ployer was not :iven t^. pvesibility to make us for the inferior pro- 
‘ucticn by payment of the reduced rates due to the previous reculetions, 
ther: the commander «f the camp was entitled to sust the employer's 
Waee eomensation to the actusl services rendered, The recuction to be 
ranted could, however, n.t be in excess nf the established rate of 
30 Rat, 

AS to the fixing of prices in the building industry for work furnished 
by rrisconers of war, the Roichse ommissar for price Control has issued 

a Cetailed decree (Nr. 13/ 2) dated 2 March 192 which eliminates hither- 
to existir; dcunts in connection with Pts work “nd its results on 

the cost and »rice Jetermination in the buildin trade. (Encl. 30). 
"urthermore, in his decree of 4 Sent 1942 (eireulär Nr. 83/42 I b) 
relativo to edditionel vayment fcr hourly work in connection with elimi- 


nation of air raid dama, es, the Reichsminist:r for Price Control has also 
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stipulated the amount to be naid PT, 


Accordingly, the avera ze vay per work lay and per PY has been set a 
PM 06460 as tho compensztory share for expenses involving such work 


where PW cre omployed., 


10) Increosinz the Work Output. 
In order to increase the PW work output, tho Plenipotentiary General 
for Mobiliz tion cf Labor in arresment with the Nigh Command of the Ate 
mod Forces issued two decrees dated June 30 an: July 3, 1942. These 
decre's ain at preventing Slackening of the willingness to work on the 
part of the POWs anc the diminishing of their work output. This purpose 
9 can best be served by 
le the proper work  s$i;nmcnt 
2» sufficient direction at the start of labor 
Je proper control of the work onsput 
Le regular treatment, lodgi 


Consequently, everything should be dra thet may contribute to the effi- 


ciency cf tho PW within the eonlitions concerning Pi. However, if in 


tn 


spite cf all efforts th: PY shcula deliberately relax in their work 


utrat, this should be r rtod to the coroner military labor service 





authorities in order that suitable military measurcs may be ar>liede 





"a 


The application of these m isures, however, is not 


ployer or the members of his family, nor of the emmployees, as has been 


Us 


ho) 


pointed out already elsewhöre. The Pleninotenti:ry General for Vobili- 
zution of Labor attache? a memorandum Aated l July 1942 tc his decree 
f 3 July 1012, to be ^:sseninstod by the labor offices to the rzani- 
zations emoloyin; PW. (Tnele 31). Accorcing to this memorandum the ma- 
nacers of these or; anigations sre Supposed to employ their PW to the 
best interest -f their c mpony, whereby every PV's labor power must 
be fully utilized. The Hivh Command of the Arred Forces on its nart 
instructed by Veeres of 26 June 1942 (enel. 32) the men on guard nd 
the assistant cuar’s to consider it their duty not only to vuar] 


PW but to supervise their work outvut alsoe 
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Therefore, suar’ units and assistant guards are directed to furnish re- 
ports whenever POWs are h.lcins back in their Work, otherwise they will 


be held accouritablo themsclves». 


IIe Directives in Case cf Illness 
A TM At t nn nn t D 


or acci”’ent of PT, 
C—— —— = nn e — lm 


en 


In case of illness of a Fi the uty of the employer to reimburse the PW 
Labor Camp is susverdede On the other hand, it is thc “uty of the employer 
to furnish at his own enge board and loc;inz to the Fi until the sick 
can be transferred to a militery PY hospital or returned t Camne 

No claim can be made concerning substitution cf the sick We A Cirective 
to that effect is c ntained in the memorandum of ^ Avril 1942 (encl. 5), 


à 


Resardinz accidents of a PY the following resulaticn is in effect: 


-——-- 


According to the Act dealing with acci^ent insurance of Sout 3, 19h0 
(cnel, 33) the Reichs ruling in insurance matters (RVO) arplies also to 
PY in cas^s of accidents for the uration cf their en» ivitye 

This ruling is a conseaquance of tho “uties assume by th ratification 

of the International Tre^ty -f 1929. This does iot e necorn SaFist prisoners 
cf wor since the Soviet Union did nt ratify the pact of 1929. However, 
they receive me ical treatment sn? care incepencently ^f the rules .? 
RVO throush the armed Forces, 

The employer does not Lave to assume the exrensos in conneeti.n with the 
transport of a sick P" to a hospital or to a came, The exyenses involved 
in a cose .f a PW who su fer? injuries in an uccident wust be reported 
to ihe proper trote associati ns, Transportation must be furnished be 
tho employer or by a third verson suthorize” by him (c mpare memorandum 
cf 7 April 1942 - encis 5-). 

Since it had bee. observed reneatedly that prisoners ^f war after 
their recuperation fr m illness have not been assi.nei to their former 
Labor Commando, the Plenipotentiary General for Mobiligeticn cf Labor 
issue? a regulation to that effect, in the decree E Sent lh, 19h2 (oncle 
34). It rules that sick v" should be returned to their old Iır-anizations 


after thoy ad rocuperated, bocause it cannot ba maintained that orisoners 
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(Document-Book Dr.Otto Nelte) 
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Aray Regulations (Heeresäruckvor- 
schrift) g 2 


Section 9 Para.12, 
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Copy fron ¿mmy Regulations (Hecrescruckvorschrift) g 2. 
Service Instructions for 


Amy Units, 


f “ei 
NA A 
Section 9. Para.l2, 


12, Hostages ney only be taken by orcer of a Regimental 
Cormender, an independent Battalion Cormender or 
a Comander of equal rank, with rogarc to accormocation 
d and feccing, it is to be notec that, though. they 
should be kept under strictest guerd, they are 
not convicts, Furthermore only senior officers 
holding the position of at Least a Divisional Coruinnder 


can caecide on the feto of nostascs, 
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I, P./0. Betty D, Richerdson, Y.R.N.S. 66370 
hereby certify that I on thoroughly conversant with 
tho English and German languages: and that the above 


is a true and correct trensletion, 


27 March 1946, 
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